
WHAT IS THE RAPTURE? 
1 Thessalonians 4:13–18  But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you 

will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring 

with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive 

and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will 

descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ 

will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 

the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:51–53  Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the 

twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will 

be changed. For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality. 

 

Luke 17:34–37  “I tell you, on that night there will be two in one bed; one will be taken and the other will be left. “There 

will be two women grinding at the same place; one will be taken and the other will be left. “Two men will be in the field; 

one will be taken and the other will be left.” And answering they said to Him, “Where, Lord?” And He said to them, 

“Where the body is, there also the vultures will be gathered.” 

 

Daniel 12:1–2  “Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people, will arise. 

And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that time your 

people, everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued. “Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground 

will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt. 

 

Acts 8:39 (SNATCHED AWAY) When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; and the 

eunuch no longer saw him, but went on his way rejoicing. 

 

WHY THE RAPTURE? 
Christ Promised to Return 

John 14:3 “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you 

may be also. 

 

Titus 2:13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, 

 

2 Thessalonians 1:10 when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have 

believed—for our testimony to you was believed. 

 

Matthew 24:30–31 “And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will 

mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory. “And He will send 

forth His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the 

sky to the other. 

 

Our CITIZENSHIP is in Heaven 

Philippians 3:20–21 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; 

who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the 

power that He has even to subject all things to Himself. 

 

We are RESCUED from the wrath to come 

1 Thessalonians 1:10  and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us 

from the wrath to come. 



WHEN IS THE RAPTURE? 
Mark 13:32 “But of that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone. 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:2 For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night. 

 

Acts 1:7–8 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; 

but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, 

and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” 

 

JUDGMENT SEAT 

2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for 

his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 

 

Romans 14:10 But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt? 

For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 

 

1 Cor 3:12-15 Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 

each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will 

test the quality of each man’s work. If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward. 

If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. 

 

JUDGMENT OF NATIONS – SHEEP/GOATS 

Matt 25:31-36 “But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious 

throne. “All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd 

separates the sheep from the goats; and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left. “Then the King will 

say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world. ‘For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me 

something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I 

was in prison, and you came to Me.’ 

 

MILLENIUM – GWT JUDGMENT 

Revelation 20:2–5 And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a 

thousand years; and he threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not deceive the 

nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short time. 

Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been 

beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the 

beast or his image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and they came to life and 

reigned with Christ for a thousand years. The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were 

completed. This is the first resurrection. 

 

 

For further Reading: 

Jesus Speaks about the END TIMES in the Olivet Discourse 

Matthew 24  

Luke 21:5-36 

Mark 13:1-37 


